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CREDITS:  3 cr. 

TERM: 
F 2016 

 PROFESSOR:  Andriy Chirovsky 

 

DESCRIPTION 

An introduction to the major representatives of the School of Alexandria in the 
first five centuries that made Egyptian Christianity an exciting contributor to the 
whole of Christian Tradition. From the Jewish thinker Philo, through Clement, 
Origen, Didymus, Athanasius and Cyril, with a brief look at a bit of the desert 
fathers as well. How they interpreted Scripture, how they interacted with the 
philosophical trends of the world at the time, how they resolved theological 
crises in the midst of the Church. 
 
 
 

PROGRAM 
LEARNING 

OUTCOMES 

 
MDIV 

◼︎ Regular          ◼︎   Anglican     ◼︎ 
ECS 

                MTS 

Knowledge of heritage 
 

◼︎    I           S          A        N/A  

Attain a broad, general knowledge of 
Catholic tradition 

◼︎    I           S          A        N/A 

Understanding of the contemporary 
cultural context 

 ◼︎   I       ◼︎   S    A        N/A 

Think theologically 

 

◼︎    I           S          A        N/A 
Capacity for ministerial and public 
leadership 

    I           S          A    ◼︎      N/A 

Integrate knowledge and lived experience 

 

◼︎    I           S          A        N/A 
Growth in spiritual depth and moral 
integrity 

◼︎    I           S          A        N/A 

Prepare for the service of church and 
society 

◼︎    I           S          A        N/A 

COURSE 
LEARNING 

 OUTCOMES 

By course end students should be 
able: 
 to identify major personalities of the 
Alexandrian School from Clement to 
Cyril and their contributions to 
Christianity; 
to analyse major works by these 
authors and reflect on them 
personally; 
to differentiate between pre-Nicene 
and Post-Nicene emphases as well as 
between Alexandrian and Antiochene 
approaches and how these authors 
responded to their cultural context; 
to evaluate which emphases are most 
applicable for the Christian message 
today 
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to design a PowerPoint presentation 
on an author or a theme from the 
course for use in a parish, youth group 
or similar setting.  
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WORKLOAD 

 
Weekly readings and reflection papers 
Class presentations accompanied by 
handouts 
Either a PowerPoint Presentation on 
An Author or a theme arising from the 
course or a 12-15 page research 
paper. 
 
 
 
 

Weekly readings and reflection papers 
Class presentations accompanied by 
handouts 
Either a PowerPoint Presentation on 
An Author or a theme arising from the 
course or a 12-15 page research 
paper. 
 
 

EVALUATION 

25 % Weekly Reflection Papers  
25 % Final PowerPoint Presentation 
or Research Paper  
25% Mid-term Exam 
25 % Final Oral Exam 
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REQUIRED 
TEXTS 

A set of online readings that will be 
available through links on the BBL  
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RECOMMENDED 
TEXTS 

St. Cyril of Alexandria, On the Unity of 
Christ. Crestwood,NY: SVSPress, 
1995. 
Edward R. Hardy, Christology of the 
Later Fathers. Westminster John Knox 
Press, 1954. 
Eric Osborne, Clement of Alexandria, 
Cambridge: University Press, 2005 
Athanasius, On the Incarnation. 
Crestwood, NY, SVSPress, 2011. 
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I = Introduction         S= Strengthening          A= Advanced          N/A= Does not apply to this course      
 


