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	CODE:
	THO 2119
	TITLE:
	Eastern Christian Pastoral Theology

(Selected Topics in the Practice of the Church)

	CREDITS:
	3 cr.
	

	SESSION:
	Winter 2013
	PROFESSOR:
	
Ihor G. Kutash

	

	DESCRIPTION
	This course will introduce students to the history, theology and contemporary practice of Eastern Christian traditions of pastoral care. Jesus the Good Shepherd and High Priest, Pastoral care in the Scriptures, patristic literature, Liturgy, Lives of the Saints and contemporary examples. Baptism, Eucharist and the Royal Priesthood. Intercessory prayer. Lay ministries. Ordained ministries of Bishop, Priest, Deacon. Parish life and mission. Part of each session will be devoted to discussion of current pastoral care issues, including: listening, counselling, religious education, mission, mental health, community information and referral, sexuality, marriage and family, aging, poverty and unemployment, social justice, addictions, illness, death and dying, bioethical questions. The course will include lectures, case studies and visits by speakers experienced in pastoral issues and care.

	OBJECTIVES
	1. To give students a theological framework for understanding pastoral care in the Eastern Christian tradition.

2. To acquaint students with the biblical, patristic, liturgical, hagiographic and contemporary sources for pastoral theology and practice.

3. To give students the opportunity to reflect on a range of important issues in pastoral practice with those experienced in this ministry.

4. To give students the opportunity to do in-depth research on one current issue of pastoral theology or pastoral care.

	WORKLOAD
	Assigned readings and class discussion

8 - 10 pages pastoral biography or research project.

15-20 minutes oral presentation.

A final oral exam on the whole course.

	EVALUATION
	Class participation:                10%

Oral Presentation (including 

              presentation notes): 20%

Research paper or project:     40%

Final oral exam:

30%

	REQUIRED

TEXTS
	An anthology of readings.

Archbishop John Shahovskoy, The Orthodox Pastor: A Guide to Pastoral Theology (SVSP: 2008)

Fr. Joseph Allen, The Ministry of the Church: Image of Pastoral Care (SVSP: 1986)

St Gregory the Great, The Book of Pastoral Rule (SVS: 2007)
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