
CODE:  THO 3315 TITLE: Eastern Christian Doctrine II: 
Salvation, Humanity, the Church and 
Eschatology CREDITS:  3 cr. 

TERM:  Fall 2014 PROFESSOR:  Andriy Chirovsky 

 

DESCRIPTION 

An introduction to the theological anthropology of the Christian 
East, flowing into the study of salvation understood as theosis 
(deification or divinisation). Other themes will include: Death and 
corruption as the effects of sin and Christ’s victory over death as 
liberation, the notions of being created in the image of a Triadic 
God and growing into the likeness of God, the incarnation of the 
logos, or blueprint for the creation of human beings. Irenaeus’ 
notion of anakephalaiosis or recapitulation by Christ of all the 
stages of human development will be  
examined. The tension between realized and future eschatology 
will be explored, with an eye to such issues as the permanent value 
of the psycho-somatic structure of the human person, as upheld by 
the bodily resurrection of Christ. The course will look at positive and 
negative  
praxis in ascetical approaches to human self-realization within 
God’s  plan, together with notions of the “acquisition of the Holy 
Spirit.” Death, judgment, temporary and eternal realities after death 
will be studied, with a view to understanding the Church as the 
realization of salvation in time and eternity. 

OBJECTIVES 

An appreciation of the antinomic approach of the Eastern 
Churches, which attempts to hold in tension seemingly 
contradictory positions. The course aims to present Christian 
teaching on what it means to be human directly within the context 
of salvation and God’s eternal plan which relates simultaneously to 
the distant future and the present reality. All of this will be situated 
in an understanding of Church as the lived reality of a fallen 
humanity nevertheless reaching its fulfillment within God’s plan. 
The course will show how for Eastern Christians, “theology” and 
“spirituality” cannot be easily separated.

WORKLOAD 

Lectures, some class presentations by students and class or 
smaller group discussions regarding assigned readings. 
Weekly postings to class website, research paper (10-12 
typed pages) or other negotiated project. Oral Exam. 

EVALUATION 

Class presentations & Discussions   15%  
Postings to Website regarding the readings  15%  
Research Paper or other project   40%  
Oral Exam      30% 

REQUIRED 
TEXTS 

An anthology of required texts will be presented at the start of 
the Course. 

RECOMMENDED 
TEXTS 

Olivier Clement. On Human Being: A Spiritual Anthropology. 
Hyde  
Park, NY: New City Press, 2000.  

 


