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DESCRIPTION  

Eastern Christian ethics are based upon the distinctive 
theological perspective of the Church.  Thus, we shall begin 
the course with an overview of the Eastern Christian doctrine 
on the Trinity, anthropology and eschatology.  We shall then 
proceed to look at issues of bioethics and social ethics such 
as: sexuality, marriage, suffering, death, political activity, 
ecology, freedom, responsibility and human rights with a view 
to determining how an Eastern Christian ought to live in this 
world.  We shall note the variety brought about by diversity in 
the Eastern Christian family. 

OBJECTIVES  

- To become familiar with and develop a perspective on the 
distinctive Eastern Christian way of doing ethics with its 
characteristic focus on the nature and value of the human 
person and the vocation of human persons to grow in and into 
the Kingdom of God as manifested and lived in the Church, 
which is “the pillar and ground of the truth” (I Timothy 3:15).  
- To examine and reflect upon the ethical decisions involved in 
daily living from this distinctive perspective. 
- To thereby prepare the student for further research and 
reflection in this field of ethics. 

WORKLOAD  

- Two written exercises (1/2 - 1 page) reflecting on various 
ethical issues encountered in everyday life.  
- Class participation  
- A paper (10 - 12 pages) on a social or bioethical topic of 
interest to the student.  

EVALUATION  

Class Participation: 10 % 
Short written exercises: 10 % 
Term Paper:  50 % 
Oral Exam:                       30 % 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

Breck, John. The Sacred Gift of Life: Orthodox Christianity and 
Bioethics. Crestwood, NY: St. Vladimir's Seminary Press. 
1998.   
An anthology of readings. 

RECOMMENDED 
TEXTS 

Harakas, Stanley Samuel. Living the Faith: The Praxis of 
Eastern Orthodox Ethics.  Minneapolis, MN: Light and Life 
Publishing Company. 1993. 

 


